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was ledru-rollin ; but they propagated their creed in a
journal called La Reforme, and in secret societies among students
and artisans.
In the course of the reign many of these republicans became
imbued with a new doctrine which was now becoming known as
" socialism." The Industrial Revolution had begun to make
headway in France after 1815, and the produce of French
factories doubled during the reign of Louis-Philippe. It was an
age of prosperity for " big business," when fortunes were made
by manufacturers, merchants and bankers, and by exploiters
of the " railway boom." But very little of this percolated down
to the working-classes. The evils of the factory-system, bad as
they were in England, were far worse in France, where the pay
for a fifteen-hour day was two francs for a man and one franc
for a woman. The July Monarchy was essentially an employers*
regime. There was no hope of " Factory Acts "—the Govern-
ment's only reply to agitation was stern repression in the name
of " order." Thus the working-class were eager for schemes to
>verturn the " capitalist " system which seemed to be the cause
of their miseries. Fourier and Saint-Simon had in an earlier
generation dreamed of substituting co-operation and the
brotherhood of man for cut-throat competition ; but it was a
young journalist named Louis blanc who first gave Socialism
a definite programme. In a pamphlet called L'Organisation du
Travail he maintained that the State ought to organise pro-
duction and provide its citizens with work and wages. All
economic evils would vanish, he declared, if the Government
would furnish workers in each industry with funds to start
" national workshops " (ateliers nationaux), to be controlled by
the workers themselves. Their maintenance in reasonable
comfort would be the first claim on the products of their
labour, and the extra profits would be divided between them and
the State. To Blanc and his friends such political reforms as
the extension of the franchise were important mainly as a means
of creating a truly democratic Government which would bring
about a social and economic transformation on these lines.

